
As well as being a fishery owner, Paul Middleton runs Weedcutter, a company born out of desperation after seeing 
his fishery disappear under a carpet of green. Here he tells Carp-Trade how his fishery has been transformed.
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risky. The weed was solid to the 
surface in 12ft of water, and I wasn’t 
prepared to risk one of my members 
getting into that kind of dangerous 
situation, no matter how much 
I wanted to protect my stock.

I had to find a way to tackle 
the weed itself, so I spent endless 
hours researching solutions. The EU 
ban on aquatic herbicides showed 
no sign of changing. European 
rulings on the chemicals suspected 
of being harmful to humans 
if they get into the water table 
look like they’re here to stay.

I had spoken to Scott’s, the 
manufacturer of Clarosan, as to 
why, at the time, they had stopped 
producing the product and replaced 
it with Casoron G, as this was before 
the ban came into action. I was told 
they had to pay such a high price to 
licence the product that it wasn’t 
profitable for them to continue 
with it. Simply put, should the EU 
decide to lift the ban it is unlikely 
we will see a return of products 
such as Clarosan, the last really 
effective aquatic herbicide, due to 
licensing costs. My initial frustration 
at the ban was me looking back 
with rose-tinted glasses; they had 
become increasingly ineffective 
anyway, and very expensive to 
apply at the correct dosage.

Clarosan, which hasn’t been 

All fisheries need some weed, 
and the natural food within the 
lake began to establish itself. 

I had introduced a stock of 
young fish averaging  9-11lb and 
fed them for the first 18 months 
to supplement their food supply, 
until the natural foods had built 
up enough to support them. So, all 
was good and everything was going 
to plan; a few years in and a small 
syndicate was formed and the fish 
were growing well, as was the weed.

By 2012 the weed established 
itself to such a level that it was 
becoming a big problem. It was so 
bad that there was nothing you could 
do to stop hooked fish ploughing 
deep into the nearest readily 
available weedbed. Odd fish, some 
of which were over 30lb, started to 
show signs of mouth damage. They 
were desperate times, and there is no 
coming back from damage like that. 
The Limebrook fish were still young, 
and if I was to prevent any further 
damage occurring, action had to 
be taken sooner rather than later.

I wasn’t keen on supplying a 
boat for retrieving weeded fish. 
This may work on larger waters 
where boat use is normal and part 
of the everyday fishing routine 
of placing rigs, baiting up, etc., 
but retrieving weeded fish by boat 
with little boat experience is very 

Last winter was very mild and 
wet, and run-off from farmland 
led to coloured water with high 
nutrient levels triggering spring algal 
blooms which suppressed early weed 
growth on many waters. However, 
once the water cleared, the weed 
put those nutrients to good use 
and midsummer saw fast prolific 
growth countrywide. It seemed 
the weed had all angles covered.

Controlling the weed in our 
venues has rapidly become the 
biggest issue for fishery managers to 
deal with. The commercial realities 
of weed affecting returns on fisheries 
are very real. Most fisheries are run 
by passionate anglers whose motives 
are based on the love of the sport, 
but all venues have to make money. 
Leases, returns on investments 
and mortgages have to be paid, 
and that includes Limebrook 
fishery, which I myself run. 

Limebrook was dug from a wheat 
field in 2005. Numerous features 
were formed all around the lake to 
make it as interesting as possible 
to fish, and some of the shallower 
bars and plateaus were the first 
places where Canadian pondweed 
started to establish, naturally 
introduced by waterfowl. Initially, 
it was exactly what I wanted. 

I’ve visited in excess of 40 
fisheries this year, and all had 
excessive weed problems of 

one kind or another. This ranged 
from high-profile day ticket 
venues losing revenue on a daily 
basis, running into hundreds of 
pounds due to closed swims, to 
clubs and syndicates suffering poor 
membership recruitment levels, 
and disgruntled members unhappy 
with unfishable venues. There 
doesn’t seem to be many carp 
waters in this country which don’t 
have to deal with weed in some form.

It’s the lower stock venues which 
are suffering the worst problems. 
With a relatively low biomass, 
the water remains clear with little 
sediment disturbance from feeding 
fish, which allows good light 
penetration for the weed to thrive. 
Ironically, clear good-quality water 
with plenty of natural food and some 
weed is what most fishery managers 
and anglers want from their 
venues. It’s when the weed starts to 
dominate that the problems occur.

Cold, dry winters may be good 
for killing back the previous 
summer’s growth, but this leads 
to clear water conditions, and the 
first rays of spring sunshine trigger 
early-season prolific regrowth. 
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WEED – THE FACTS, THE 
FICTION AND THE ANSWER

The boat in action. It takes a couple of days to 
clear the weed in Limebrook (4.5 acres).

Limebrook, prior to it being filled. The shallow 
areas soon became unfishable due to the weed.
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and to the surface. I wanted to 
manage the weed, not totally 
eradicate it, which is what the dye 
aims to do; it’s diluted directly into 
the water, which means you lose 
control of the weed growth in all 
but the shallowest areas of the lake 
where the light can still penetrate. 
As much as I wanted to control 
the weed growth, an artificially-
coloured lake with a barren, lifeless 
lakebed was even less appealing.
The natural food that the weed 

harbours in all fisheries is vital to 
the carp; incredible populations of 
small snails were building up and 
were protected in the Limebrook 
weed. Frustratingly though, the 
weed had become so thick that the 
carp couldn’t utilise this natural 
larder. As I saw it, to manage the 
weed and still have the venue 
which I wanted left only one 
option, and spring 2013 saw the 
arrival of a brand new weed boat.
These are expensive machines, so 

to justify the outlay, the weed boat 
had to be run as a business, providing 
a service to any fisheries which 
required it, and it would allow 
me to manage the Limebrook 
weed at the same time.

Cutting the weed to a fishable 

level works. The natural food still has 
enough cover to be supported and 
thrive, and the carp can utilise this 
when the weed isn’t excessively thick. 
It is still an interesting and involving 
environment for anglers to fish 
amongst, without fear of every 
hooked fish becoming weeded solid.

Initial concerns that the 
weed might multiply or come back 
thicker hasn’t been proven at all. As 
long as all the cut weed is removed, 
which is what we do, there is nothing 
left drifting around to multiply, and 
as for cutting the weed to make it 
come back thicker, that’s another 
false assumption. Cleanly cutting 
the plant close to the bottom whilst 
in full growing season lessens 
the strength of its future growth. 
I liken it to pollarding a tree; 
cut back the thick, heavy old 
growth and any new regrowth is 
thinner and more manageable.

During 2012, for 
example, Limebrook was 80% 
unfishable, with excessively high 
levels of carp being lost in the weed. 
In 2013, with two separate 2-day 
cuts with the weed boat (Limebrook 
is 4.5 acres), the venue was fully 
open and fishable all season. Activity 
levels from the carp dramatically 
increased, and losses due to weed 
were few and far between. 

During 2014, the weed has only 
required a single 2-day cut; weights 
are still going through the roof and 

it’s fished consistently well all season. 
Most of the stock has put on 3-5lb 
on average this season, and the 
weed didn’t need cutting at all until 
late August, when I started hearing 
reports of fish losses. The worst of 
the weed was cut back and removed, 
which triggered an incredible early-
autumn feed-up as the fish gorged 
themselves on the natural food 
now accessible in the -level weed.

Moving forward, I anticipate 
that small, once or twice a year 
maintenance cuts will be all that 
Limebrook requires. This also has 
the added benefit of removing the 
bulk of the weed each year so it can’t 
rot on the lakebed, which creates 
a build-up of silt. It’s a complete 
turnaround and I’m happy in the 
knowledge that the ecology of 
the lake is as close as it can be to 
a natural one, and still works as a 
fishery without the use of chemicals.

All fishery managers will have to 
budget to tackle weed in the years 
when they suffer a bad problem. 
It’s become part of the regular 
maintenance costs involved in 
running a fishery, as it was when 
herbicides were available. But it 
can be managed, and fisheries can 
soon regain the natural balance 
with a healthy fishable level of weed 
present within their venues. CT
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available for 8 years, was effective; it 
worked on contact with the plant, 
which made it easy to apply and 
allowed you to control the weed 
in just the areas you wanted to. 
Its replacement, Casoron G, had 
to be applied close to the root, 
and if the weed was thick enough 
to warrant using it in the first 
place, applying fine granules to 
the lakebed is near impossible 
on any sizeable fishery.

So, before the ban came in, I was 
already looking for an alternative. 
The chemicals were becoming 
less effective, and to be honest, I 
wasn’t keen on using them anyway 
because it was messing with the 
whole ecology of the lake. That 
said, I was fast approaching having 
an unfishable venue; my members 
were struggling to deal with the off-
putting levels of weed and fish losses 
were reaching unacceptable levels.

It was decision time, and there 
were only two viable options as 
far as I could see – either dyes or 
mechanical removal with a weed 
boat. As a lifelong carp angler, one of 
my favourite aspects of fishing has to 
be putting on a pair of polaroids and 
looking into the water to locate the 
carp, signs of feeding and potential 
spots to fish, so turning my fishery 
grey or blue wasn’t very appealing. 
The fact is, I liked having weed 

in my fishery, just not everywhere 
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It was only a few years later that the weed had 
become so bad that the lake was virtually unfishable.


